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| | His Iltuſtrious Grace, 


CHRIST OP HER, 
DUKE of ALBEMARLE, 


EARL of TORRINGTON, 


BARON MONC YH of Potheridge, 
Beaucampe and Teyes, &Cc. 


Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the GARTER, 
One of His Majeſtic's moſt Honourable Privy-Council, 
And Lord Licutenant of Eſſex and Devonſhire, 8c. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 

, I $ become cuſtomary of late to prefix a 

, great Name to every little Diſcourſe that 
comes abroad, and indeed when the Subjef i 
great and momentous, the Preſumption is the leſs, 

and the more excuſable; and I hope your Grace 

upon the ſame ſcore will pardon this great bold- 

neſs of mine, and will never think, the worſe of 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Matter for the ſmallneſs of the Bulk, Truth 


lies in a very little room, and needs not any tu- 
cus to ſet it off when it meets with a Mind duly 
prepared to receive it : and both the neceſſity and 
ſeaſonableneſs of preſſing this great Duty which 


the Sermon recommends and enforces, is not, 1 


am ſure, unknown to your Grace, who, upon ſome 


late remarkable Occaſions, have ſhewn your ſelf 


t9 the great ſatisfation and encouragement of the 
beſt, and ſhame of the worſt ſort of People, an K- 


minent and Illuftrious Example and Pattern of 


what #5 here preſs'd upon them. And when I call 
to mind your Grace's unparalleld Behaviour at a 
time when You appear d for the Service of your 
King and your Country, among a ſort of People 
that ſhewed as little fear of God, as honour for 
the King, and reſpeft to your Grace ; and with 
what Magnanimity and Gallantry of Spirit you 
endured, nay, with what Heroickh Prudence and 
IWiſedom you deſpiſed and contemn'd their abomi- 
nable Inſolencies and moſt daring Aſfronts, ( the 
chief thing for which they were then noted ) 1 
may (and 1 think very juſtly and truly, and doubt 
not but I have the ſuſſrage of hundreds that were 
not onely Eye-witneſſes, but geat Admires of your 
Invincible Fortitude and Exemplary Patience ) 
flile your Grace the Mirrour , if not the Confeſ- 
ſour, of Loyalty. But alaſs ! in this Apoſtate Age 
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of ours (when Diſobedience ſha!! be ſainted, and 
Rebellion made a Mark of the Godly Party, and 
all Loyalty run down with the Rabble, and indu- 
ftrioufly expoſed by ſome popular Demagogues as a 
thing merely to be bouted at , that lo they may 
thereby render the beſt Services inſignificant and 
ineſſetual) ſuch Examples as this of your G race's 
are little le T by. And therefore ' tis time to appear 
for deſpiſed Loyalty, and uſe our beſt endeavours 
to reclaim a back-ſliding People, and if poſſible, 
to bring them to a better mind, and things to a 
better poſlure. Which, I aſſure your Grace, was 
the honeſt and hearty deſign of the Enſuing Dif- 
courſe, which had never been made more publick 
than the Preaching, had it not been for the deſire 
and importunity of ſome of my Brethren of the 
Clergy who were my Auditours at that time, and, 
I preſume, better Judges of the fitneſs and uſe- 
fulneſs of it to the Publick, than I pretend to Ss 
whom, notwithſtanding my averſeneſs at firſt , 1 
am upon ſecond thoughts the more willing to gra- 
tify, becauſe of the Opportunity I have thereby 
of expreſſing my Duty to your Grace in a pub- 
lick. Acknowledgment of thoſe high Obligations 
you have been pleaſed to lay upon me : And 
therefore I thought my ſelf obliged, as a mel 
humble Teſtimony of my unfeigned Gratitude for 
the great and noble Favours you have vouch- 


fat ed 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſafed me, in the moſt humble proftrate manyer 
to lay this poor Offering at your Grace's Feet, 
not doubting of your favourable Acceptance there- 
of, from the experience I have ever had of that 
incomparable Goodneſs, Sweetneſs and Benignity, 
that naturally flows from your Grace's moſt obli- 
ging Temper and Diſpoſution. And indeed your 
Grace has the firſt and beſt right to it, for as your 
Grace had the Firſt-fruits of my Preaching, ſo you 
may juſily upon a better ſcore challenge the Firſt- 
fruits of my Printing. And I declare to the 
World, that I offer it ( under your Grace's Pro- 
tefion ) with a ſincere and hearty AffefAion, and 
wiſh that the Succeſs may anſwer the honeſty of 
the Deſign of it ; which was to doe as much good 
as poſſible I could in that little ſtation I am in. 
And whatſoever Fate it meets with, though never 
ſo bad, I am by the Grace of God reſols'd, and 
Jhall be no leſs contented, to bear it. For as I 
have faithfully ſerved your Grace , and ever 
thought it my honour, as well as duty, ſo to doe ; 
fo I jhall be as little aſham'd, nay, think it my 
Glory, to ſulfer with and for you, in ſo good a 
Cauſe. And may God Almighty take both it and 
your Grace, and all that belong to you, more eſ- 
peciouſly your Iiluflrious Conſort, my ever-honoured 
Lady Dutcheſs, tozether with all honeſt, true- 
hearted, and obedient Subjefts to his Majefty 
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( whom God long preſerve ) into the Arms of his 
Gracious Proteftion, and ſcatter all the Enemies 
of our Church and State, is, and ſhall be the 
continual hearty Prayer of , 


My LORD, 


Your Grace's moſt obedient , 
\ofl faithfull, and moſt humble 


Servant and Chaplain, 


Philip Browne. 
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IHE 


SOVEREIGN'S AUTHORITY, 


And, The 


SUBJECT'S DUTY, &c. 


Rom. 13. 1. 
Let every Soul be ſubjet unto the Higher 


P Orwers. 


UR Apoſtle having in the tormer Chapter, among 
many good Inſtructions for a godly and Chriſtian 


life, laid down ſome neceſſary and preſſing Ex- 
hortations to Love and Unity in our mutual Converſe 
one with another ; ( tor bt. End he ſets himſelf pur- 
poſely to root out of all Chriſtian Minds that Ferment 
of Malice and Envy, Pride and Revenge, which are fo 
apt to diſſolve that Unity of the Members of Chrift's 
Body, whereot Chriſtian Charity and Brotherly Kind- 
neſs is the Cement : I fay, having this prepared and 
diſpoſed the Minds of Chriſtians to Peace and Quietneſs ; 
for the better ſetling and ſecuring of that Peace in the 
World,) he in this Chapter teacheth us how we ought 
to behave our ſelves with reference to that Authority 
which God hath placed over us : Which, notwithſtan- 
ding that liberty and freedom that Chriſtianity hath en- 
titled us to, we muſt own, reverence and obey ; _ 
B that 
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that by way of Duty too, for ſo ſaith the Text ; Let eve- 
ry Soul be ſubjeit to the Higher Powers. 

He delivers it by way of Injunftion, and the reaſon 
which he there aſſigns is becauſe they are the Ordinance 
of God, a part of his Inilitution, rhe Powers that be are 
crdained of God, ſaith he, and there is no Power but of 
God, and therciore they have an unqueſtionable title to 
that Subje&ion and Otedience which 1s due from, and 
muſt be given to them, by every Chriftitn. For the 
Romans to whom our Apoſtle writes this Epittle, were 
Chriſtian Cofiverts, and what he commands them in the 
Inſtance before us, is certainly of an univerſal Concern, 
and to be extended to all Chriſtians wintſoever. 

But becauſe this is a thing that hath been not onely 
queſtioned, but denicd and oppolcd by ſome late Preten- 
ders to Chriſtianity ; particularly the Anabaptiſts with 
ſome other wild Sects, the Revivers of the old Gnoſticiſm, 
who look upon Magiſtracy as an Heatheniſh Yoak, and 
tell us, that we are all equal in Chri/t, and that ſince the 
Times of the Goſpel there is no ſuch diſtinCtion as Lord 
and Servant, Sovereign and Subject ; whereot this Chap. 
ter of Saint Pau['s, beſides many others, is a ſufficient 
Confutation : And by others again, the iame 1s ſtrange- 
ly limited, as if it reſpected Civil Aﬀairs onely, and not 
Religious : I ſhall therefore, without any curious and 
nice diviſion, or critical obſervation of the Text, employ 
that little time I have more profitably, in laying down 
thoſe juſt and due meaſures ot Subjection and Obedience, 
which every one of us ought to give to that lawtull Au- 
thority wich God hath ſet over us. Onely by the way 
I thall obſerve, for the better fixing of the Apoſtles mean- 
ing, that the #Zznz;, which is here tranſlated Powers, is 
the ſame with what the Apoltle calls, "Azx:1t, Rulers, 
verſe 3. and 3zxou 78 $8, Miniſters of God, verle 4. 
gamely, Perſons inveſted with that power which he calls 

| the 


+ ee - A 


” 


4" ana Mia &-- _— 3 


7 


ws - eas - fa ve * 


-- 


"m— ad Bi _. 


The Subje's Duty. 2 


- 
the Higher or Supreme Power, for ſo the Word is ren- 
dred, 1 Pet. 2.13. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance 
of Man ( or rather as it ſhould be rendred, to every Hu 
mane Creature ) for the Lord's ſake, whether it be.to the 
Ring ws xaregtyor) , as ſupreme, or unto Governours, as 
unto them that are ſent by him. A place of the very 
ſame import with the Text. And indeed the word High 
er as it is joyned with Powers in the Text, may well 
be taken to comprehend the whole Series and Concate- 
nation of Power derived down from the Supreme to all 
the Inferiour Magiſtrates in their ſeveral degrees of Sub- 
ordination, who trom the loweſt rank of them gradually 
riſe higher and higher according to the meaſure of that 
power he hath entruſted them with ; whom we muſt 
be ſubje&t to as far as their power reaches, as well as to 
the Supreme ; nay, in obeying them we obey the Su- 
preme, becauſe the Power 1s the fame ſtill, to wit, the 
Supremes, by whoſe Authority they act. 

This being ſaid, I ſhall now examine how far God 
hath empowred the Supreme Magiſtrate to make Laws , 
and conſequently , how- far ſubjection and obgflience to 
thoſe Laws may reach without ſin, without injury to 
God, or our own Conſciences. 

And for the better fatislaction of rhis Enquiry , I ſhall 
lay down theſe following Aflertions. | 

Firſt, That the Magittrate hath” power to ordain ang- 
impoſe Laws, and that both in ſacred and civil Martters. 
This appears by that Power which David, Aſa, Fehoſa- 
phat, and Fohrah had, and exerciſed in Matters of Religi- 
on, as well as Matters of State ; who ſettled , maintain- 
ed, and defended that which was the true Religion, and 
extirpated and rooted gut all falſe Religions, and what- 
ſoever oppoſed and was inconſiſtent with the true. And 
moreover did not onely alter, but conſtitute and ordain 
many other things according to the Exigency of _— 
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and the Rules of Prudence, without any ſpecial or parti- 
cular Warrant from God, in that very Worſhip whereof 
not onely the Subſtantials, but even the Circumſtantials 
too , had been long before appointed by God himlfelt. 
And whatſoever was thus eſtabliſhed by their Authority 
for the better ordering and ſecuring of God's Worſhip, 
was punctually obſerved by all under their Charge , as 
that to which thcir obedience was peremptorily exacted. 
And this appears from matter of tact recorded in the Old 
Teſtament, whercin any one may fatisly himſelf that will 
but take the pains to peruſe thoſe Records. 

And this Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy or Power of theirs 
to order the Aﬀairs of Religion, was not ſo peculiar and 


appropriate to them, but that it belongs to all others that 


are inveſted with the fame Authority ; as undoubtedly 
all Chriſtian Sovereigns are, who have the like power to 
enjoyn the Obſcrvation of the Divine Laws, to eſtabliih 
Matters of expediency for order ſake, and to punilh ail 
Tranſgreſlours whatfocver ; according to what was long 
before propheſicd and promiſed to the Chriſtian Churcli. 
[/a. 49.23. That Kings ſhould be their Nurſing Fathers, 
and QQueers their Nurſing Mothers. "This evidently imphes 
that they are to take care of the Church, and to fee that 
the true Religion and publick Worſhip and Service of God 
be rightly and firmly eſtabliſhed, duly and decently per- 
formed and attended reſpeCtively by all under their 
charge. And accordingly we find, that ſo ſoon as the 
Higher Powers became Converts to the Faith of Chr/, 
Conſtantine, and other Chriſtian Emperours after hi , 
underſtood this power ot theirs well enough, ant em- 
ployed and exerciſed it in eftabliſhing and delending the 
Church, and ſupprefling ſuch dangerous Errours as were 
maniteſtly contrary thereunto, and made many wholeſome 
Laws and Edidts againſt ſuch Hereſics and Schiſms as 
fprung up in their days. And 'tis obſcrvable, that as the. 
Empe- 
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Emperours and their Councils became more zealous for 
the Chriſtian Religion , the ſtricter they made their 
Laws, and with greater ſeverity cauſed them to be put 
in execution. And by this means the inſolency of ſuch 
Factions as then appeared, was much reſtrained and ſup- 
preſſed, and Unity and Peace in 2 good mealure reſtored 
and eſtabliſhed in the Church. And tor this reaſon no 
doubt among others Saint Parl in- this Chapter of the 
Text tells us, that they are Miniſters of God to us for 
good, and likewiſe exhorts in his ſecond Chapter of his 
Firſt Epiſtle to 7imothy, that Supplicaticns, Prayers, In- 
terceſſions and giving of thanks be made, Eſpecially for 
Kings and all in authority , that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godlineſs an, honeſty : for, lays he, 
this is goed and acceptable in the fight of God our Sa- 
VIOUT. 

Now this Power of the Magiſtrate in matters of Reli- 
g10N is not Poteſtas Feelefraſtica imperata facere, not ſuch 
an FEccleſaſtical Power as does qualify him to doe the things 
commanded in Divine Worſhip ; No, this belongs onely 
to the Prieſtly-Function, whuch is purpoſely deſigned by 
God and Chriſt, and accordingly ſet apart and conſecra- 
ted by Men rightly authorized and legally empowred , 
for that End and Service. But this Power of the Magji- 
ſtrate is circa Eceleſraſtica imperare facienda, about Mat- 
ters Fecleftaſtical, to command that rhe things be done 
by thoſe whoſe proper oftce and duty it 1s to doe them. 
It doth not of right belong to the Magiſtrate to preach 
the Goſpel, to adminiſter the Sacraments, to excommus- 
nicate, abſolve, and doe ſuch other things as appertain to 
the office and adminiſtration of Biſhops and Prieſts ; bur 
he may and ought to take care that theſe things be duly 
done by thoſe to whoſe Function it belongs. His Power 
extends not to revoke, repeal, or alter any thing that 
belongs to the eſſential Worthip of God, or by lus _ 
Wil 
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Will to conſtitute any new Worſhip of his own invention 
or approbation, in oppoſition to what is already revealed 
and eſtabliſhed by a Divine Law. This was Zeroboam's 
fault, who by ſetting up his Calves at Bethel, and cau- 
ſing them to be worſhipped, made JZ/rae/ to fin. But 
though the Magiſtrate cannot alter or repeal a Divine 
Law, or change the Eſſentials of Worſhip, yet he may 
order many things about the Worthip of God, and ap- 
point the-outward Circumſtances thereof, namely, ſuch as 
relate to Time, Place, Habit, Geſture, and the like, for 
the more decent celebration thereot ; He may eſtabliſh 
them by a Civil Sanftion, and provide tor their due ob- 
ſervance, and puniſh thoſe who retuſe conformity there- 
in, or cauſe difturbances thereupon. And tis not onely 
in his power to ratity and eſtabliſh the Determinations ot 
the Church in particulars relating to the outward Man- 
ner and Rule of publick Worſhip, but he can make that 
which is a Divine Law already, to become the Law of 
the Land. Religion may be incorporated into our Laws, 
and the Bible it ſelf may become our Magna Charta. 

Secondly, Whatſoever Laws are impoſed upon us by a 
lawtull Authority in things not repugnant to the Laws of 
God , do bind the Conſcience. But this they doe not 
unmediately , but mediately ; not primarily, and origj- 
nally in themſelves, and their own power ; but ſecon- 
darily, in force and virtue of that Law of God which 
commands obedience to Magiſtrates in all things lawtull. 
And ſuch things muſt be preſumed to be ſo, which God 
himſelf has not expreſly forbidden in his Word. 

The Papiſts indeed tell us, that Man's Laws bind »o 
minis quam Lex Divina, i. &. equally and in the ſame de- 
gree with God's, and they fay, we develt and defpoil 
Princes of their Authority , and give SubjeCts leave to 
rebel, and bring Laws into contempt by teaching, other- 
wiſe. But all this they fay without reaſon, tor we aſſert 
that 
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that Man's Law binds the Conſcience, but not cqually 
with God's, not unmediately in its own right, but by 
virtue of ſome antecedent and ſuperiour Law of God , 
cither imprinted in the Heart by Nature, or revealed to 
us by Scripture, both of which command fſubjection and 
eines So that you ſee we deny not the thing that 
humane Laws bind the Conſcience, but onely ditter in 
the manner of their obligation, which 1s not to bind im- 
mediately. And the truth of rhis will farther appear trom 
theſe following Reaſons. 

r. Were it true, that Man's Law binds equally with 
God's, then hence it would tollow, that every tranſgreſ- 
ſion of MansLaw without any further reſpect to God's, 
would be a ſin ; which to aſſert, what leſs is it, than to 
make Nan God, and to conſtitute him abſolute Lord 
over the Conſciences of Men, and give him power to 
erect a ſpiritual and final Judicatory here upon Earth, 
and call Mens Souls to an account, and adjudge and ſen- 
tence them himſelf to eternal Death tor every breach of 
his Laws ? Whereas he is to leave this work to God, who 
will call them to account tor the tranſgreſſion of Man's Law 
ſo far as it is a breach of his own, by which it is back'd 
and enforced. And therefore the violation of Man's Law 
is no farther a ſin, than as it is complicated with the 
breach of God's, which gives it its binding torce and vir- 
tue, and conſequently Man's Law binds not in the firſt, 
but ſecond place, and under God. But 

2. Should this be true, that Man's Law binds equally 
with God's, then 'tis poſſible for a Man to lie under two 
contrary Obligations to the ſame thing at the ſame time, 
for when God commands one thing and Man's Law the 
quite contrary, he is bound to doe it by one Law, and 
bound not to doe it by another, and ſo the fame Attion 
would be a Duty and a Sin; a Duty in-obeying God , 
and a Sin in diſobeying Man : And turther it _ 

nce 
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hence follow, that Man's Power is abſolute and unlimj- 
ted with reſpe& to God himſelt, and not derived fr 
him and limited by his Law. But certainly God is the 
Original of all Power, of whom Man. holds i» Capzte, 
and Man can have no power but what he receives trom 
him, and when the Laws of God and Man interfere and 
contradict each other, the obligation of the latter wholly 
ceaſes ; and therefore there is no pretence of their equal:- 
ty in their binding force and virtue ; but God muſt have 
the preheminence, and be obeyed in the firſt place, and 
Man in the ſecond, and onely with reterence to God , 
who will have Man's Laws ſubordinate to ( and not co- 
ordinate with ) his. But thirdly, 

3. To tranſgreſs thoſe Laws oft Men which contradict 
the Laws of Nature, or the poſitive Laws of God, is no 
Sin at all but a Duty. Danie/ we know tranſgreſsd that 
Decree of Darius which prohibited prayer to God tor thir- 
ty days, and did not fin therein. Day. 6. 7, 10. When 
the Angel bad Saint Peter and the reſt oft the Apoſtles 
( Atts 5.19,20.) to go and ſtand and ſpeak in the Tem- 
ple to the People all the words of this Lite, and for this 
being brought betore the Council, and ask'd by the High- 
Prielt, did not we ſtraitly command you, that you ſhould 
not teach in this name ? their Anſwer was this, We ought 
to obey God rather than Men. They were fully fatishcd 
that they did not ſin in doing what the Magiſtrate for- 
bad to be done in this particular, becauſe they had an ex- 
preſs and poſitive command of God to doe what they did ; 
which was their ſufficient juſtification : otherwiſe they 
had been to blame lor going againſt the Magiſtrate's Com- 
mand, it they could not have brought God's ſpecial War- 
rant to ſuperſede and ſet aſide the Magiſtrate's. And in 
like manner, ſhould any in authority command us to 
doe that which 1s expretly forbidden by God in Scrip- 
ture, or what our natural Conſciences tell us is a Sin, 
or 
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or ſhould he forbid that which we are commanded to 
doe, in ſuch caſes the aboveſaid Plea of the Apoſtles is 
certainly warrantable ; And we muſt, as our Saviour 
charges us, ot fear them which can onely kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the foul ; but rather fear him, 
which ts able to deſtroy beth body and ſoul in Fell, 
Matth. 10. 238. And the rcafon hereof is evident, be- 
cauſe God hath a greater power and authority over 
Mens Conſfciences, than any Humane Authority can 
have ; ſo that if there be any moral evil in the thing 
commanded , or poſitive prohibition oft God in the calc, 
we muſt not doe it, but are bound to obey God that 
hath forbidden it, rather than Man who commands tir. 
in which caſe we do not formally and directly difobey 
the Magiſtrate that injoyns it, but we give God the pre- 
terence and chuſe to obey him betore the other, accor 
ding to our duty, — to obey him firſt by virtue 
ot whoſe Authority we dbey another : tor were it not 
for this, that.God by his Command hath made our obe- 
dience to the Magiſtrate neceſſary and due to him in all 
things lawtull, he could have no juſt right to challenge 
it without our conſent. And theretore it an Inferiour com- 
mand us contrary to the Will and Law of the Supreme, 
we are not bound to obey him, becauſe both he derives 
his power of commanding, and we our obligation of 
obedience from the Authority of the Supreme , which 
muſt be ſuppoſed and preſumed to doe ndthing againſt 
it ſelf. And thus ſtands the Caſe betwixt God and the 
Supreme Magiſtrate , by him Kings reign, and he gives 
them their Authority, and when he gives them a Legif- 
lative Power, he does it cumulative, non privative, that 
s to ſay, by way of enlargement, communicating his 
power to another in a due ſubordination to himſelt, and 
not ſo as to deprive himſelf or his own Laws of their 


binding force againſt the Laws of the Supreme, which 
C arc 


10 The Sovereign's Authority, and, 


are to be regulated and guided by God's Laws. But the 
atoreſaid Plea will not hold in any other Caſes that fall 
{hort of thoſe which I have now mentioned. 

4. To tranſgreſs or difobey thoſe Commands of Law- 
full Authority , which are ett undetermined by Scrip 
ture, and do not contradict the. Laws of God and Na- 
ture, this is ſinlull, 

In Matters indifferent which are not particularly de- 
tcrmin'd by the Laws of God, tor inſtance, ſuch as con- 


cern the outward Adminiſtration and Government of 


the Church, the Supreme Magiſtrate has doubtleſs a 
power to determine things, provided they be regulated 
by the general Rulcs and Directions of Scripture. Obe- 
dience to Authority in. all things lawtull is no indifferent 
thing, and that is lawtull which is made fo meerly by a 
Humane poſitive Law, though thghing it ſelf in the ge- 
neral nature of it be lett inditfexefit, z. e. neither expreſ: 
ly commanded nor forbiddep-in Scripture. And there 
tore in ſuch things we ofiſt have a care how we pre 
tend or plead Conſcigrice as a bar to our Obedience ; 
for Conſcience miſt be brought to a certain Rule, and 
we muſt forbear or refuſe nothing as againſt Conſcience, 
but what is againſt ſome cvident and clear Rule cither of 
God's Word, or the Law of Nature ; againſt Faith or 

ood Manners. It it have nothing of this nature to re- 
y upon, you may call it Perſwaſion or Opinion, or what 
you plcaſe, but you cannot truly term it Conſcience, 
which is a Knowledge founded upon the clear and mani- 
{eſt Will of God. And you muſt have a care of oppoſing 
your own private Perſwaſions or Opinions that have no 
expreſs Warrant from Scripture againſt_the publick De- 
terminations of the Magiſtrate which dught to overrule 
them. If Authority hath not determind any indifferent 
Action, then we are at our own choice and liberty, we 
may doe it or not doe it as we ſee cauſe ; but if Autho- 
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rity hath interpoſed and determin'd it either to be done, 
then we are no longer at our liberty, we muſt obey ; and 
that not onely for wrath, but for conſcience ſake ; as Saint 
Paul tells us, v. 5. And the good that will thereupon 
accrue to the Publick by our: complying and obeying, 
will vaſlly countervail and tranſcend the loſs and re 
{traint of our private Choice and Libterty , and make an 
abundant amends tor it : tor by our ready complyance 
with Authority in ſuch Caſcs, it will come to pals, that 
all ſcandal will be avoided ; Our Charity, Humility , 
Obedience, to the good example of others, openly telti. 
fied and declar'd to the World ; Church compoſed, Dan- 
gers prevented, the Publick Charity revived, Chriſtians 
edified, Kingdom fſcttled ; God obeyed and our Gover- 
nours tor God's fake : And what more or greater things 
can we deſire or with for to make us happy ? I am ſure 
by the contrary we open Pandora's Box of Evils and 
Plagues upon us, and plunge our ſelves into an Ocean 
ot Miſeries, which one would think our own Experience 
cnough to have taught us, and might be a fair warning 
ro us tor running into the like again. : 
Obedience to Authority is elſewhere clearly aſſerted 
and commanded in Scripture, r Pet. 2.13. Submit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, whe- 
ther it be to the King as Supreme , or unto Governours as 
unto them that are ſent by him. Subje&tion you ſee is 
due both to Supreme and Subordinate, but not alike to 
both ; to Sovereign firſt becauſe the fulneſs of humane 
Power originally reſts in him ; to Subordinate next, be- 
cauſe they have it derivatively, at ſecond hand, and but 
in part. And this obedience to Supreme and Subordi- 
nate muſt not be onely in ſome few things, which ſuit 
our own humour, and may ſerve ſome deſign or private 
intereſt ; but every Ordinance or Edit which carries no 
contradiction to, or inconſiſtency with God's, muſt be 
C 2 ſubs 
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ſubmitted to. And as there 1s no exception in $cr:tue 
of Things, provided they be Jawtull or of an 1adifferent 
nature, trom the Magiſtrate's Authority to entitle them 
to our obedience; fo there is no limitation or exception 
of Perſons that are to obey, whereby they may plead 
cxemprion from this Duty. Let every Soul, that 1s, Jet 
every Man, be /ubjett to the Higher Powers, of what 
rank, quality, or degree ſoever he te, xy AmING, v5, 
xagv Fuzyyiicis, xgy Tzogimns, xav 5-198», &c. faith 
Saint Chryſoſtom ; be thou an Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, Pro- 
phet, or whatſoever thou art, (there's no exception ) thou 
muſt needs be ſubject, and that not onely for wrath, Fut 
for conſcience ſake ; that is, not onely to avoid the dan- 
ger, diſpleaſure and puniſhment of the Magiſtrate, whici: 
he threatens to all that reſiit and diſobey his Laws ; but 
out of duty and olcdience to God, whoſe Deputy and 
Vicegerent he is, and who commands us to be ſubject 
and yield obedience to him, as to his own Miniſter, his 
own Ordinance, and. Conſtitution. And theretore is it 
poſſible for an honeſt and upright Chriſtian to plead Con 

{cience for his diſobeying ot Lawfull Authority in thing 
innocent gnd indificrent, when the Scripture, which is a 
Eaw to ail Mens Conſciences, expreſly commands th<m 
to obey and be ſubject for Conſcience ſake ? fo that you 
ſee there is a double obligation Iying upon us to be ſub 

ject; the one humane, viz. the wrath of the Magiſtrate ; 
and he muſt be a Madman that wiltully runs himlſelt into 
this danger without a juſtifiable cauſe : the other obliga- 
tion is divine, namely, conſcience towards God , whoſe 
Officer and Miniiter he is. And who commands us to 
te ſubject. So that in diſobeying the Magiſtrate in any 
thing wherein he may lawtully command us, and has 
power given Im by God fo to doe, we do plainly difo- 
Ley God Jimſelt ; and he will not hold us guiltleſs for 
aur inanite{t contempt of his own Ordinance, but will 
puniſh 
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_ 
puniſh it ſeverely, They that rehſt ſhall receive to thems- 
[elves damnation, v. 2. But none of theſe Bands or Ob- 
ligations will hold thoſe whom the Apoſtle mentions, 
2 Tim. 3. 4. viz. Traytours, heady, high minded, who as 
bad as they are, have a torm of godlineſs, and in plain 
contradiction ro Scripture will plead Conſcience for their 
contempt of Authority. And trom ſuch as theſe the A- 
poſtle there bids us turn away, that is, ſhun and avoid 
them, and have no familiar converſe with them, tor there 
is a great deal of danger in it, foraſmuch as their words 
will eat as doth a Canker, or ſpread like a Gangrene, that 
is, they have a ſtrange kind of inteCtion in them apt to 
poiſon the Minds of Men, and fo draw them into the ſame 
condition with themſelves. And of this ſort (as he goes 
on to deſcribe them ) are they which creep into houſes, 
and - lead captive filly women laden with fins, and led 
away with diverſe luſts. Now as Fannes and Jambres 
withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe alſo reſiſt the truth, men 
of corrupt minds, of perverted Underſtandings, and ſome 
of them at leaſt, reprebate concerning the Faith, And 1 
wiſh 1 could fay of our Sets what the Apoltle fays in the 
Very next cooks of thoſe in his daies, but they ſhall _ 
no further, for their folly ſhall be manifeſt unto all men ; 
which. for ought we know time may yet bring to pabs : 
and IF pray God for their own fakes and: the Churc!1cs 
Peace to haſterr ir. | 
BE the Matter of Authority never ſo indifferent, I am 
ſure the Do&rine of Obedience to Authority is not {o ; 
acither is it more lcit to our liberty to urge and preſs it, 
than it is left to- yours to practice it ; for it is our duty 
to put you in- mind of theſe things. It is the Charge 
Saint Paul gives to Titus ( which we muſt diſcharge 
roo) to put them in mind to be ſubjeit to Principalit1e: 
ind Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates, "Tit. 3. 1. not onelv 
ſenſe of duty to God, but love to your Souls conſtrain. 
us 
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us to it : Whoſoever refiſteth the Power, refiteth the Or- 
dinance of God ; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. Sure, they little think of this Text, 
who live in the defiance of the Magiſtrate's Laws, and 
have learned to deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil of 
Dignities. | 
Our Saviour Chri/ both by his Precepts and Practice 
doth cſtabliſh and confirm Authority , and his Apoſtles 
every where upon occaſion enjoyn oLedience thereunto. 
Tis Saint Paul's great boat in his detence he makes tor 
himſelf before Feſtus, ( Ads 25.) that neither againſt the 
Law of the Fews neither againſt the Temple, nor yet 
againſt Ceſar , he had offended any thing. You lee he 
was caretull to yield obedience both to Church and 
State, and to preſerve his duty to his Sovereign entire 
and unblemiſhed. And in another place, he fays, 7 have 
committed nothing againſt the People, nor Cuſtoms of the 
Fathers : he complied with thoſe innocent Uſages and 
Cuſtoms which then obtained among them, and were 
derived down from their Forefathers and ſettled by a 
long Preſcription. It moſt plainly appears from Scrip- 
ture Precepts and Precedents that to thwart and contra- 
dit the Laws of our Superiours in things which contra- 
dict not the Laws of God and Nature, is a great fin ; 
it is no leſs than a maniteſt contradicting the plain Word 
and Will of God ; 'tis a reſiſting God's Ordinance, and 
a breaking the Bonds of Society ; It opens a gap for all 
ſorts of Impiety and Wickednels ; it throwes the World 
oft of its Hinges, and turns all things upſide down, as 
we have learned by woetull experience : And ſuch as 
know themſelves guilty herein , and are endeavouring 
what they can to bring our old Contuſions upon vs, it 
there be any ſuch here, I thall deſire them ſeriouſly and 
impartially to conſider theſe things, leſt they perith in 
the gainſaying of Core. 
But 
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But to make ſure work, and be as plain and clear as poſ- 
ſible I can in a Duty of ſo great importance,” wherein the 
Honour of God, the Credit of Religion, the Peace and Wel. 
fare of the Nation, the Security of Government, and the 
comfortable Diſcharge of a good Conſcience, are all con- 
cern'd, I ſhall for our better direction ſubjoyn theſe three 
ſhort Rules. 

1. If God command any thing we muſt ſubmit with- 
out more adoc, and not trouble our ſelves about the cx- 
pediency or lawfulneſs of it. Abraham diſputed neither, 
when God commanded him to ſacrifice his Son. 

2, If the Magiſtrate command any thing, we may, 
yea, we ought to examine the lawtulneſs ot it, yet not 
with an anxious curioſity as deſirous to ſpy out ſome 
little hole or other to creep out at ; but with a modeſt in- 
genuity, diſcovering to God and the World the unfeigned 
ſincerity of our deſires both to fear God and honoug thoſe 
whom he hath ſet over us; and having uſed ordinar 
moral diligence to inform our ſelves the beſt we can, it 
no unlawtulneſs appear in the thing commanded, we 
ought to ſubmit to it, not troubling our ſelves about 
the expediency of it, let them that command it look to 
that, 'tis they that muſt anſwer for it. 

3. Where Authority hath left us free, and no Com- 
mand either of God or Man has circumſcribed us, there 
we are at our own liberty to doe as we think good, but 
not ſo as to doe what we liſt, tor we ought to have 
ſome regard and conſideration of our Chriſtian Brethren 
and fellow M-mbers of Chri/t's Body, the Church ; and 
we muſt doe that which according to the exigence of 
preſent Circumſtances ( fo far as our Diſcretion and 
Charity will ſerve us to judge ) ſhall ſeem moſt expedi- 
ent and profitable to mutual Edification and the Pub 
lick Good. 


There 
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There is one Caſe behind that deſerves to Le conſide- 
red, ſuppoſe I queſtion the lawtulneſs of that which is 
commanded by Authority, what muſt I doe in this 
Caſe ? In anlwer to thus I ſhall give you my thoughts 
in what follows. 

1. We muſt be carefull to diſtinguiſh betwixt that 
which they call a gain-faying Conſcience and a doubting 
Conſcience ; betwixt a Conſcience rhat condemns a 
thing as utterly unlawhull, and a Conſcience that onely 
makes a doubt of the lawtulneſs or unlawtulneſs of an 
Aftion. Now, I fay, it thy Conſcience has condemn'd 
a thing as abſolutely unlawtall, thou hadſt necd be ſurc 
that it has done this upon ſufficient and warrantable 
grounds , that is, thou muſt be well atlured that the 
Scripture does condemn the ſame thing too ; for Conſct- 
ence 1s not a Rule of it ſelf, but onely as it is ſubordi- 
nate to Scripture ; And to ſpeak properly, Conſcience is 
nothing elſe but the certain knowledge ot our Duty as 
it is revealed by God in Scripture (which is the laſt and 
tulleſt declaration of the Mind and Will of God concern- 
ing our Duty, and both ſuppoſes and takes in the Law of 
Nature) 'tis the agreement of our Knowledge with God's, 
for Eureidvos; Is oy $5 cJwvai, when our Approhenfions 
and Opinions of things do clearly and fully accord with 
God's Word ; 'tis a praCtical underſtanding and ':'\3ment 
of things as they really are what God has mad- them, 
and not as we imagine them, and often miſtake rhem. 
Now all that we have to doe in this particular, 1s care- 
fully to ſee what God has made lawfull or vnlawtull, and 
we may know this by Scripture, where God has laid 
down ſuch plain and neceſſary Rules of our Duty as are 
obvious tothe meaneſt Capacity,and further than theſe we 
cannot pretend or plead Conſcience, that is we muſt not 
preſume to have any knowledge from God beyond what 
theſe Rules do noch us. Now it the Magiſtrate enjoyn 
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any thing that falls not within the compaſs or compre- 
henſion of theſe Rules, either to forbid or command , 
we doubtleſs may and ought to obey him therein ; for 
where Scripture 1s ſilent ( as it docs not pretend to def- 
cend to all particulars) there the Command of the Ma- 
giſtrate does undoubtedly take place ; tor the Dominion 
of Conſcience can reach no further than Scripture, which 
is the utmoſt bounds of its Juriſdi&tion ; it it pretend to 
att further, it goes beyond its Commiſſion : And there- 
fore be our Perlwaſions never ſo ſtrong and powerfull, it 
they have no clear Scripture to warrant them, they can- 
not ſet aſide the Magiſtrate's Authority , which begins 
where the Scripture ends; and by God's own Charter 
plainly recorded in Scripture, he 1s empowered and ap- 
pointed under God to | cpa Law to our Actions, and to 
be a Rule to us in thoſe particular Inſtances which Scrip- 
ture takes no notice of, but has left free for him to de- 
termine, as he ſhall ſee cauſe. But if the Magiſtrate 
command any thing directly contrary to Scripture, and 
thou haſt a certain knowledge thereof, and according- 
ly thy Conſcience does condemn it as unlaytull, thou 
oughteſt by no means to doe it, no, not when he bids thee : 
But it it be a thing dubious and queſtionable whether 
the Scripture hath made it lawtull or no, and the Minds 
ot Men are variouſly divided in their Judgments about it, 
certainly it the Magiſtrate interpoſes his Command, he 
ought to determine thee in this Caſe, thou oughteſt to 
obey him : for Scripture is plain for thy obedience to 
him, and it thou canſt not bring as plain Scripture a- 
gainſt that particular Inſtance ot Obedience which he 
exacts from thee, as there is tor the Duty in general, 
that is, if it be not particularly forbidden, thou canſt 
not witizout fin retuſe it. But what if through miſtake 
and errour a Man condemn that to be unlawtull which 


the Magiſtrate enjoyns as lawtull, and verily thinks with 
D himſelt 
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himſelf that he is in the right, is he to obey the Magji- 
ſtrate in this Caſe ? I know what 1s uſually ſaid about 
it, namely, that he ought not to obey, no, not at the 
command of the Magiſtrate, fo long as he is under that 
Perſwaſion, and though he be in an errour ; but under 
favour I crave leave to think the contrary, and my Rea 
ſons are theſe. 

1. Where a Man's Perſwaſion is grounded onely upon 
ſome high preſumption, or ſeeming probabilities ,. but 
not upon a clear certainty ( as mutt be acknowledged 
here where a Man is known to be in an crrour) and 
the Magiſtrate's Judgment and his come into competi- 
tion about the lawfulneſs or unlawtulnels of a thing ; I 
think there is much odds on the Magiſtrate's ſide, as ha- 
ving the greater advantage of the two, and more means 
and better helps to inform himſelt rightly about the mat- 
ter : and that therefore the publick Conſcience ought to 
take place belore the private, and conſequently that eve- 
ry Man ought to ſubmit his private Perſwations to the 
publick determination of the Magiſtrate , when he can- 
not ground his Perſwaſion upon an evident certainty , 
but onely upon ſome bare probability. And beſides , 
where a man is brought to that paſs, that which way 
ſocver he takes, he cannot avoid fin, as is uſually faid 
in this caſe, that if he go againſt his Perſwaſton (which 
he calls his Conſcience) and obey the Magiſtrate, he 
ſins, becauſe he does that which he thinks he ought not 
to doe; and again on the other hand, it he follow his 
Perſwaſion, and diſobey Authority, he nevertheleſs ſins, 
becauſe he atts againſt maniteſt Scripture that enjoyns 
obedience ; the queſtion is, whether of the two is the 
greater ſin, to diſobey the Magiſtrate againſt clear and 
undeniable evidence ot Scripture, or to dilobey his Con- 
ſcience or rather Perſwaſion which is onely grounded 
upon ſome high degree of probability rrefuntd on in 
Scripture, 
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Scripture, which ſurely muſt not be allowed to vye with 
a certainty. The latter may be a ſin againſt Conſcience 
or rather private Perſwaſion ; But I am ſure the other is 
a dire& fin againſt God himſelf (who is greater than 
Conſcience) inaſmuch as it plainly contradicts his im- 
mediate and plain Word, that exprefly commands our 
obedience to Authority in all things wherein he has not 
made a clear and manifeſt Exception. And theretore I 
ſay, he ought, notwitſtanding his Perſwaſion, to take 
the ſurer and ſafer ſide, and obey ; but eſpecially he 
ought to doe this, if  * 

2. He has been duly and rightly informed about it 
by thoſe whoſe proper office and duty it is to inftru&t 
him, and under whoſe care and inſpection God has pla- 
ced him, to wit, the Church, and ſuch Paſtours and 
Curates of Souls as the ſets over him to guide him in 
his Spiritual Concerns ; to whoſe conduCtt he ought to 
ſubmit himſelf, and follow their direCtions in thoſe 
things wherein he is not manifeſtly and particularly tyed 
up by Scripture, whereot he is not ſo proper a judge as 
they , whoſe ſtudy and employment it is to- propound 
Its true meaning to him, and to remove ſuch doubts as 
may hinder his neceſiary Duty. And therefore before 
he reſolve the one way or the other, he ought to apply 
himſelf to, and conſult them about it, and ſubmit his 
own private Perſwaſion to their judgment and determi- 
nation in the matter, and ſtand to their Reſolution. 
And this pra&tice appears from Scripture it ſelf, where, 
in the 15th of Ads, we find that certain men came down 
from Fudea, and taught the Brethren, that except they 
were circumciſed after the manner of Moſes,- they could not 
be ſaved. Here you ſee was a Perſwaſion about a mat- 
ter of a very high concern, the Salvation of Mens Souls, 
and ſuch a one as had greater countenance from Scrip- 
ture, than; many Perſwaſions in our days, which was 
D 2 the 
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the reaſon that hereupon ſo great diflerence araſe at 
Antioch atout Circumciſion , tome were perſwaded one 
way and ſome another, and no doubt there were Pro 
ballitics, and Scriptures were alledged on both ſ:des : 
Well, what did they doe in this caſe ? certainly they did 
not eſpouſe cvery one their particular Perſwations, and 
divide and ſeparate thereupon, and ſet up diftintt Chur- 
ches and hold diſtinct Communtons ; this was not the 
conrſe they took ; but they very wiſely and diſcreetly 
agreed and determin'd, that Paul and Barnabas, and cer- 
tain other ſelett Meſſengers, ſhould go up to Jer wſalem HH 
to the Apnſtles and Elders about this (Queſtion , and kn'w 
their mind and determination about tt ; whereupon the 
Apoſtles and Biſhops met together 1n Council to conſider 
ot it, and aſter ſome little debates pro and con, they con: 
clude and decrce, that Circumciſion was not to bz impoſed 
pon the Gentile Converts, cr any other, as neceſſary to 
Salvation ; and their Sentence and Reſolution of the 
caſe, ſo ſoon as it was publiſhed and made known, tully 
filenced all Diſputes, and was to them a Rule or Canon 
to which they preſcatly yield obedience. For when the 
Fpiſtle was read in a.jull Audicnce, rhe Text fays, they 
rejoyced for the Cenſolation, that is, they laid aſide all 
their particular Perſwaſions and Prejudices, and joyed 
in the publick determination and with great comiort and 
farisfackion of mind did acquicſce in it, and accordingly 
obſerved it. But if after all this care and proviſion ot 
the Church to inform and ſettle their minds, they had 
ſtood tiff in their Opinions and Perfwaſions, and rejec- 
ted the Judgment and. Reſolution of the Church, how 
pardonable focver their Errour right be betore through 
Ignorance or miſlake , yet no queltion now, aſtcr they 
had been ſufficiently intorm'd otherwiſe, it would have 
been judgd wiltull and inexcuſable ; and they would 
have undergone tlie Cenſures of the Church, had they, 

| perſiſted 
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perſiſted in it, and obſtinately adhered to their Perſwa- 
tions, and fo lighted the Authority of the Church: 
And 

. Were Men wholly in their own power, and could 
diſpoſe of their own outward Actions as they pleaſe, 
their own Perſwaſions might then be allowed to deter- 
mine their Actions ; but ſince the ſtate of the World 
is ſuch that Men muſt neceſſarily be under Government, 
which ſubjects their Actions to the will , determination 
and controul of the Governour, where he upon good ad- 
vice and mature dcliberation is pleaſed for the Publick 
Good to limit them, and God doth not interpoſe, Men 
have no power in thoſe Inſtances to limit themlelves , 
and govern their Actions by their own private Perſwa- 
ſions, Reſolutions or Concluſions, in oppoſition to the 
Publick Laws and Determinations of Authority : for 
next to Scripture the Laws are to determine us, and 
where they fall ſhort, our own Perſwaſions are to 
guide us, otherwife they muſt not take place of the 
Laws. And this Order no doubt was deſigned by God 
as. mainly conducing to the Peace and Quiet of the 
Work], elſe he had not ſer up Government , which 
would be impraCticable and inſecure without it : for 1! 
Peoples Perſwafions muſt take place beiore the Laws 0! 
the Land and Conſtitutions of the Church, there wil: 
never want -a pretence to fruſtrate them, and Men wil; 
perſwade themſelves to the contrary on purpoſe to 
evade them, cfpecially when they agrce not with their 
humour or intereſt ; and ſo Religion will be turnd 
into Rebellion and Faith into Faction. It therctore it 
cannot be clcarly proved and demonſtrated, that what 
is commanded Ly the: Magiſtrate is torbidden in Serip- 
ture, let Men perſwade themſelves never ſo much to 
the contrary, thev muſt not refuſe obedience : tor next 
to the Scripture the Publ:ck Conſtitutions are certainly ' 
the 
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the Rule of our Attions, and where they are not con- 
trary to Scripture, we muſt be guided by them, and 
no Man has power to determine himſelf againſt them : 
For this is to ſet up Private Authority in oppoſition to 
the Publick, and to enthrone Fancy , Humour or Inte- 
reſt, inſtead of Law. And theretore whatſoever a Man's 
private Judgment is, if it be not built upon good war- 
rant from Scripture, though he may ſuppoſe, or at leaſt 
pretend"it, it muſt firike fail and Tubmit to the Pub- 
lick ; he muſt not give Law to the Magiſtrate, but the 
Magiſtrate muſt give Law to him. 

And beſides, I think a Magiſtrate may well be allow- 
ed to have the ſame power over his Subjects, to over- 
rule and vacate any private Perſwaſton or Reſolution 
not grounded upon apparent Scripture , that a Father 
has to null and make void the Vow of a Daughter that 
1s not ſui juri, at her own diſpoſe, but under the tuition 
and government of her Father, it he diſallow of the 
Vow ; and for this conſult Numbers 30. Now certain- 
Iy a Subject whulſt he is under the juriſdiction and go- 
vernment of his Supreme, is no more ſz juris, in his 
own power, and at his own command to diſpoſe of ſuch 
Actions as the Magiſtrate does not allow of, than a Wo- 
man remaining in her Father's Houſe, is in reſpect of 
her Father. And indeed the Magiſtrate's Power and Au- 
thority over his Subje&s, is acknowledged to be Pater- 
nal, and that in a tar higher and ſupereminent degree ; 
doubtleſs then he has power to reſtrain us in thoſe things 
which otherwiſe we ſhould be obligd to, and may dil- 
penſe with and null ſuch private Obligations as otherwife 
would be of force to us. But eſpecially, ſince the Ma- 
giſtrate looks no further than our outward Actions, and 
exacts onely our outward compliance in thoſe things 
wherein we are not bound up by Scripture, and leaves 
our Minds at liberty, and puts no force upon them , fo 
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as to oblige us to think every thing he commands to be 
the beſt, we may well grant him our Actions, and 
keep our Padeadans to our ſelves ; though no doubt 
there is a ſubmiſſibn of our Underſtandings and Judg- 
ments ( ſo tar as Scripture is not concern'd in them ) as 
well as of our Wills and Attions due to him ; and when 
our private Perſwaſions juſtle with his Laws, 'tis no lefs 
duty than good manners to give him the way, and yield 
him the upper hand, and think, that he has at leaſt as 
much wry 6k and underſtanding as we pretend to ; 
nay, more reaſon tor what he does, than we are able to 
comprehend, or in a capacity to dive into. And there- 
tore we ought not to be ſo tenacious of our own private 
Opinions or Perſwaſions whatſoever they be, as to op- 
poſe and confront them againſt the Magiſtrate's W1ll r 4 
clared in his Laws and Conſtitutions, and thereupon 
withdraw our Obedience. Tis a- poor thing, it, where 
the Scripture hath letr us to our liberty, the Magiſtrate, 
who is authorized and entruſted by God to govern us, 
has not power to chuſe for us, and oblige us to ſtand to 
his Choice. 

Bur it any think otherwiſe that a Man is bound to 
prefer his own private Concluſions betore the publick 
Laws and Conſtitutions, and to follow his own private 
Opinion or Perſwaſion , which he calls his Conſcience, 
yea, though it be in an Errour, againſt the declared 
Will of the Magiſtrate ; yet let ſuch a one know, that 
the following the Di&tates or Suggeſtions of his own mi- 
{taken Conſcience, as it will not acquit him trom the fin 
of diſobeying the Magiſtrate, nor conſequently, (without 
repentance ) trom the Penalty which God himſelf hath 
annexed thereto, to wit, Damnation ; ſo neither will it 
take off, exempt, or excuſe him from the juſt Puniſh- 
ment awarded by the Magiſtrate, and fo due-to that 
Difobedience ; which he muſt be content to ſubmit w 
an 
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and undergo without repining, murmuring, or the leaſt 
ſhew of impatience ;, otherwiſe he betrays, not Conſci- 
ence, but a worſe Principle which he covers with the 
pretence of Conſcience : for he muſt be ſubjeCt either ac- 
tively or paſſively, and if he cannot obey, he muſt ſuffer, 
and that for Conſcience ſake too. And it 1s againſt all 
the Rules of Government, and no ways conſiſtent with 
the Publick Good, that the publick SanQtions of Laws 
ſhould be made to give-way to any private Satisfaction, 
or be diſpenſed with (by any Authority leſs than the Su- 
preme ) for the eaſe and exemption of any particular 
Man or Party ; for this would open a gap to all Perſons 
whatſoever to eſcape, and every one would plead Con- 
ſcience to be freed from the Law, and how is 1t poſſible 
infallibly to diſtinguith the reality trom the pretence 2 
We may indeed preſume it from their carriage and beha- 
viour as to other things, but we cannot be certain of it ; 
we muſt be forced to take it upon their Word, and every 
Man's Word is alike in this reſpect, and 1t we believe one 
we muſt believe all, unleſs we will deal partially; and fo 
all having the ſame Title, would claim the ſame Privi- 
lege, and by this means all Laws would be fruſtrated and 
ſoon fall under contempt, and the Government trampled 
upon': for every body, as I ſaid, would be ready ons 
Conſcience when any thing is eſtabliſhed that does not com- 
port with his. humour or intereſt, and when he ſees that 
by this means he can fo eaſily evade it. And theretore 
I wonder at the Wiſedom of ſome late Votes, that ( ſatis 
pro imperio, ) did againſt all Law and Reaſon authorize 
the diſobedience, juſtify the impunity, and forbid the pro- 
ſecution of thoſe, whom we catachreſtically ſtile Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, upon the Penal Statutes ; and ſo (to the 
great fruſtrating and great weakening of the Laws in be- 
ing, and the ditheartning of every loyal and obedient 
Subject) put the Trangreſlours of the Law into the ſame 
Circum- 
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Circumſtances with the Obſervers of it. But why fo, 
I pray ? and why Theſe, I wonder, more than the other 
Diſſenters, there may be ſome difference in their Reli- 
gion, the one n——_ Images, and the other worſhip 
Imaginations ; but I think it may eaſily Le made appear 
( if it be not ſufficiently done already ) that they both 
hold Principles equally dangerous and deſtructive to the 
Eſtabliſhed Government ; and therefore the Merits of the 
one are not ſo much above the other, that they deſerve 
the ſpecial Regards of Authority. But poſlibly, they are 
all ot a ſudden fallen fo deſperately in love with the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church and Government, that they will quit 
their Pretenſions rather than occaſion any publick diſtur- 
bance? I wiſh we were well aſſured of this, but there 
appears little ſigns of it as yct. Or, are they become fo 
modeſt , fo peaceable, ſo quiet, that they will content 
themſelves with ſuch bounds and limits, as Authority 
hath indulgd them, of enjoying their own Ways in their 
own private Families with three or four more it they have 
a mind to their Company ? for my part, I will believe it 
when I ſee it. But what did they mean by this overflow- 
ing Kindneſs of theirs? did they intend their private Wills, 
or rather Velleitics, ſhould be a Law to us ? this is to ſet 
up an Arbitrary Power indeed in oppoſition to the Will 
ot the Sovereign declar'd in the Eſtabliſhd Laws. Or, 
did they mean that we ſhould diſobey the Laws in being, 
before they be legally repealed > This is to render all 
Laws precarious. While they are Statutes in force, they 
doubtleſs muſt be obſerved, and nothing can vacate them 
but the ſame Authority that eſtabliſhed them ; and they 
muſt be our Rule to be govern by ; till they are a&tu- 
ally repealed , and others of equal authority take place ; 
elſe we are leſt at miſerable uncertainties, and quite to 
ſeck for our Duty. But certainly no wiſe Man that hath 
any regard to the faithfull diſcharge of his Duty or Oft- 
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fice concern'd in thoſe Laws, will think himſelf excuſed 
from it by an Authority leſs than what enated them ; 
,or out of an _— fear of what might enfuc, omir 
his plain Duty. For doubtleſs it is in the power of no 
one, or more Subje&ts, wirhout the allowance of the So- 
vereign, to diſpenſe with the Laws fo long as they are 
'in being; and therefore we had need be well aſſured, 
when we decline, or diſobcy, any Law, that we doc it 
upon juſtifiable grounds, I mcan ſuch as ( it they will 
not be allowed before a humane Judicatory ) will not 
tail of admittance at God's Tribunal, where we ſhall be 
ſure to be rewarded for any ſuffering that we undergo 
upon a juſt account. . 

And now I think I have in ſome good mcafure fatisficd 
my Text, and I hope, all fuch as will be govern'd by Du- 
ty, Reaſon and Religion; and removd ſuch ſtumbling 
Blocks as are commonly thrown in the Peoples way to 
hinder them from complying with the preſeat Eſtabliſh. 
ment both ot-Church and State. 

And what remains now but to apply all to the preſent 
Occaſion of our Meeting this day ? which I ſuppole is to 
enquire, how well We in our ſeveral Stations and Capa- 
cities have perform'd this great, and neceſſary Duty of 
Subjetion and Obedience to. that Branch of Authority 
eſpecially, which is concern'd in the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 
intended for a Fence and Hedge to the Church ; and 
which together with the other Branch of Authority con- 
cern'd in the Laws Temporal, make up and compleat the 
King's Supremacy over all Perſons, in all Cauſes, within 
theſe his Realms and all other his Dominions. 

And that there are Higher Powers even in this King- 
dom, no queſtion is to be made of it ; God be thanked, 
we are not yet all upon the fame level, though there 
be ſome.that both with and endeavour it by plucking the 
Wings of Authority, and ſtriking at the tall Cedars. And 
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that theſe Powers are from God is no leſs evident from 
the Apoſtle, who in the next words tells us, there is no 
Power but of God. This is very good Scripture and as 
true as any other Tcxt of the Bible ; and it we Lelicve 
this, as we muſt, if we bclieve any other part of Scrip- 
ture, then we muſt believe alſo that the Higher Powers 
are no Creatures of the Pcople, that they have neither 
their original nor eſtabliſhment from them ; and that there- 
fore they cannot ſet up and pull down whom they pleaſe, 
without a manifeſt Invaſion and an unaccountable Uſur- - 
pation of God's ſole Prerogative, whoſe onely Right it is 
to remove Kings and to ſer up Kings; as Dame! tells us, 
chap. 6. 21. 'T1s not then in our choice and liberty to ap- 
point whom we pleaſe to reign over us, nor can we put 
Princes by their juſt Rights, which God, Nature, and 
the Laws of the Land, have ſettled upon them ; and 
ſuch as come thus endowed and recommendet| to us, we 
ought to own , reverence and obey, as God's Officers 
and Miniſters, his Vicegerents and Deputies to govern 
us here upon Earth. And whomſocver they make choice 
of and empower as Subordinate Governours either in 
Church or State, we muſt look upon them as ſent by 
them, impreſs d with the ſtamp of their Authority, and 
proportionably to the degree ot their Subordination and 
Power, pay them the like duties ot Reſpe&Þ and Obedi- 
ence. And it is the great Bleſſing of God to the World, 
thus wifely to order things for the Peace and Happineſs 
thereof, ſo as not to give the leaſt Countenance or War- 
rant to the leaſt Rebellion or Commotion of Subjects a- 
gainſt their lawtull Governours whether Supreme or Sub- 
ordinate, upon any pretence whatſoever; for he has bran- 
ded all oppoſition of what kind ſoever with the ſevere 
threat of Damnation ; a Word that carries fire and brim- 
ſtone in its Bowels, which ſhall one day burſt forth to 
the unſpeakable terrour and torture of all ſuch as refuſe 
E 2 to 
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to be ſubjet, unleſs they make their Peace with God 
and their Governours-by a timely repentance and ſubmifſ 
ſion. And therefore, I ſay, we are all concern'd in this 
great Duty, and- accordingly I thall exhort you all to 
it. And, 

r, I ſhall with due ſubmiſſion addreſs my ſell to the 
Reverend -and Venerable our Viſitours, That ſince they 
have # Power-cntruſted to them by thoſe that are higher 
than they, that they would Le pleaſed to expreſs their du- 
ty-and allegiance to them, by a taithtull diſcharge of that 
truſt which they have committed: to them, according to 
the true. intention and meaning thereof, and to ſuch ends 
and purpoſes as it was deſign'd tor, and for which it was 
given them ; namely, for the detence and ſupport of the 
Church ; the diſſipation of all Errour and Schiſm, to the 
utter diſcouragement and diſappointment of the grand 
Eſpouſers and Abcttours thereot ;- the promoting of God's 
Pablick Worthip as it is eſtabliſhed by Law ; which in 
theſe parts is moſt ſhamefully and cuſtomarily neglected 
and deſerted, to the great diſhonour of God, the tcandal 
of all Religion, the weakning of the Church, and the 


reproach ot the Government, which hitherto ( out of 


great tenderneſs I ſuppoſe ) has been too remiſs in the 
cxecution of ſuch Diſeiplinary Laws as were purpoſely 


 deſignd to In a ſtop to the Inſolency of a growing Fac- 


tion (which has almoſt overſpead the Nation, and like 
Pharaoh's Locuſts arc ready to eat the reſidue of that 
which is eſcaped, and to devour the Land) and fo to 
ſettle Publick Peace and Unity among us. And indeed 
what ſignify the Laws or penal Cenſures, if they be nor 
put in execution ? they are like the Log in the Fabie 
which Jupiter threw down to the Frogs to be their King, 
which at firſt-aſtoniſhed them with the mighty ruſhing 
noiſe and terrour of its fall, but when they faw it lay 
le. and did not ſtir, they came and crawld and leap'd 
upon 
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upon it, and made a meer mockery of it. The life of 
Laws is in the Execution of them, without which they 
are but a dead Letter ; And it were in many reſpedts 
more convenient not to have them made at all, than- be- 
ing made not to ſee them executed. For by this neglect 
Offenders are emboldened and encouraged, and Authc-- 
rity ſlighted and contemn'd. And as in the Natural Bo- 
dy when Phyſick hath not its due operation, but onely 
ſtirs the Humours without purging them, it cauſeth a 
new fermentation of bloud, and makes way for the noxi- 
ous Humours to ſeize on the vital Parts ; fo it trequent- 
ly happens in the Body Politick. And I wiſh ſomething 
like this may be timely prevented in this Kingdom. 
What Solomon obſerved of the Laws of God is as true of 
the Laws of Men, Becauſe ſentence againſt evil works is | 
not executed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the ſons of 
men are fully ſet in them to doe evil, Fcclel. 8. 11. 

In a word, Saint Pau/ in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
( chap. 12.) doth according to the variety of Gitts dif- 
pznſed by God to his Church, fort, and lay down very 
pertinent Exhortations to excite every one. to doe their 
reſpective duty, among which I find this; which I ſhall 
humbly recommend to, and leave with, you ; Let him 
that ruleth, doe it with diligence. 

2, In the next place. ] ſhall addreſs my felt to my Re- 
verend Brethrea of the Clergy, that they would accor- 
ding to their duty and truſt repoſed in them, often in- 
culcate this Duty of the Text to their reſpective Char- 
ges, and put them in mind to be ſubje& to Principalities 
and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. And certainly 
this was never more neceſſary and ſeaſonable than in 
theſe Turbulent Times of ours, wherein there 1s fo 
much pains taken, both covertly and openly, by: ſome 
peſtilent State-Boutefeus and Incendiarics, to inſtigate 
and fire Mens Spirits, firſt, into diſcontent and m—_— 
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and then into downright diſobedience and rebellion, up- 
on every little pretended miſcarriage of our Superiours 
in matters of Government, inſomuch, that it they doe 
not juſt what they would have them, they are pretently 
to be arraigned at the Subjefts Bar, as it they were ac- 
countable to them for what they did. And thus every 
idle, prating, buſy-body , that neglects his own 'proper 
buſineſs and employment, will be meddling with his Go- 
vernours, while in the mean time he torgets Js own du- 
ty, which is ſubjcftion and obedience to thoſe whom God 
has ſet over him. Now if you can by any good means 
diſpoſe and work the People to a better temper, and 
the right underſtanding and practice of their Duty, you 
will doe God and your Country very good ſervice, and 
you ſhall not want your Reward. Therctore in this Par- 
ticular, Let him that teacheth , wait on his teaching ; 
And him that exhorteth, on his exhortaticn, Rom. 1:. 
”. 6. 

3- To the Officers of the Church , thoſe that are 
ſworn to guard God's Worſhip, that you would take 
heed to your ſelves, and to that which is committed to 
you; for if you falſify your Truſt, and doe not that 
which you are obliged to by oath, you forteit your Souls 
which you left to pledge in God's hand as his ſecurity 
for your faithfull diſcharge of that Duty , which you ſo 
ſolemnly promiſed to pertorm. But alaſs ! how tew are 
there that do regard either the duty of their Places, or 
the obligation of their Oaths ; they think it they can 
(through the favour and connivance of the Court) make 
a Return of an Omnia bene ( which ſome ( God wot ) 
underſtand much at the fame rate that the Vulgar Papiſts 
do their Maſs; 'tis a thing of courſe, the traditionary uſe 
of it has made them expert in it ; nay, may not ſome of 
them think that they are excuſed from their Duty in En- 
gliſh, when they make a Return in Latine ? I ay, if 
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they can doe this cleaverly,) they think they have done 
all their Duty, and acquitted themſelves hke honeſt Men, 
and as they ought to doe ; though ( God knows) things 
be in miſerable diforder in many of their reſpe&tive Part 
ſhes. I am ſure as to my own, through the overvigilancy 
of the Wardens, the Communion-plate, and other facred 
Utenſils of the Church, are at this time in no great dar- 
ger of L.cing ſtolen, ſo tew come near them now-a-daiee, 
Nay, thcy have fo great a veneration for them them. 
ſelves, that th:y are afraid to touch them when impor- 
tund and calld upon. And how then can they pretent 
othcrs tor that which they doe not themſclves ? But to 
remedy this tor the future, give me leave to adminiſter a 
little advice to you ; You are in duty bound to look to 
the repair of Churches, to prefent all diſorders and mif- 
demeanours in your ſeveral Paziſhes, all Common Drun- 
kards, Swearers, Fornicatours,, Whores and Whore-ma- 
ſters ;' all profane and debauched Pertons that ſhall come 
ro your knowledge ; together with all ſuch as come not 
ro Church, and will neither joyn with us in our Publick 
Prayers, nor receive the Sacrament, but go elſewhere a- 
whoring aſter their own Inventions. Now tis to be 
lcared that the reaſon why many of you do not doe this, 
1s becauſe you are atraid of difpleaſing your Neighbours, 
and getting their il|-will > but are you not alſo atraid of 
difpleaſing God, and loſing your own Souls ? will you ven- 
ture to diſobJige him tor a little private reſpe&t to a Rela- 
tion, Friend or Acquaintance? would you but conlider it a 
little, you will fee that you doe both them, and your 
ſelves, the greateſt injury in the World ; tor whatever 
you think, by your wretched connivence and the neglect 
of your Duty, you countenance and incourage them in 
a damnable fin, in their wiltulLnegle&t of God's Publick 
Worſhip, and rejection of the Churches Communion, and 
conſequently,in their diſobedience to God and their Gc- 
VErnours : 
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vernours : Whereas, would you but according to your 
.Duty, go out into the high ways and hedges ( as our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks) aud compel them to come in, they would by 
God's blefling in time come to underſtand their Duty 
better, and at length by uſe and cuſtome learn to practite 
it, and then they would thank you for your charitable ſe- 
verity. And that No may doe this with more caſe and 
greater comfort and fatisfaftion to your own Conlciences, 
it would not be amiſs for you, when you firſt enter up. 
en your Office, to give-the Pariſhioners warning, and 
openly declare that you reſolve by God's alliitance, faith: 
fully and impartially to diſcharge the Duty of your Of: 
fice, and to return all Perſons whatſoever, Fanatick and 
Profane Recuſants, as well as Popiſh, without favour or 
connivence , according to your Articles. And no man 
can-have- reaſon to take it 1ll at your hands if you be as 
good as'your word, ſince you give them fo tair warning, 
And:to be ſure by this means you will rid your ſelves of 
the troubleſome importunity of ſuch as otherwiſe would 
be always craving an impunity at your hands. 

If this Courſe were generally taken and conſtantly 
uſed, I am confident we ſhould quickly ſee the good et- 
tects of it, and ſoon find things in better order than they 
are at preſent. But ſo long as no courſe at all is taken to 
make the People better, I do not wonder that they are ſo 
bad, and that our Churches are ſo empty. And there- 
fore, if you have any reſpe&t to God or your Gover- 
nours; your own Souls or your Neighbours, or to that 
Church that gives the name to your Office, you will 
think of theſe things ; and' remember to take the Apo- 
ſtles Advice in the torementioned Chapter, Be not ſloth- 
full in buſineſs ; in that buſineſs that concerns your Office. 

4- And laſtly, to you of the Layety, that you would 
ſtrengthen the hands of your Governours, and encourage 
and eaſe the Burthen of your Officers, bv your ready com- 
pliance 
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pliance and ſubmiſſive obedience to the Eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Conſtitutions ; and that tor this purpoſe you would 
not þe eaſily frighted from your Duty, by I know nor 
what extravagant Fears and Jealouſies which have been 
daily buzzed into your heads, on purpoſe to unhinge you 
from your Loyalty and Obedience, and fo diſpoſe you 
for the deſigns of ſuch as ſo unmercifully ride you. God 
be thanked, we are ſettled upon as good a Bottom\as we 
can hope or with for ; and there is no need of any change 
or alteration cither ot Religion or Government, asſome 
have been projecting ; 'tis the ſhametull groſs negle& of 
that we have, (and not the want of a better) that makes 
us miſerable : For, for ought I ſee, had we the Exactett 
Government and Diſcipline that is poſſible to be imagined, 
unleſs Men took more care and made more conſcience ot 


obſerving it, than they do now a-daies, we ſhould be juſt 


where we are, and at the ſame paſs ; For People general- 
ly * ops through the Iniquity of the late Times, the in- 
ceſſant endeavours and irons practices of the Heads 
and Abetters of our preſent Fattions, and the remiſs Ap- 
plication of ſuch proper Remedies as the Law has provi- 
ded ) are fo trained up to Diſobedience, that, like un- 
tamed Heifers, ( unleſs they were torced to it ) they 
would ſubmit their Necks to no Yoke. 

But God be praiſed, there is no ſuch neceſlity of un- 


| hinging our ſelves for the ſake of any new Models that ei- 


ther are, or can be projected : For there is no Nation in 
the World ſo happy as we are in our Eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Conſtitutions, did we but rightly underſtand our 
happineſs : We are well enough ſettled, it we do not dif 
ſettle our ſelves. You would count him a Madman that 
ſhould pull down his Houſe over his head, becauſe it is 
ſubje& to Caſualties, and may at one time or other be ſer 
on fire. Let us a-Gods-name doe our duty, and with peace 
and comfort and fatisfaftion enjoy the Preſent, and let 
the 
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the Future when it comes take care of it ſelf; and ( as 
our Saviour ſays) take no thought for to morrow, for the 
morrow ſhall take thought for the things of it ſelf, ſuffici- 
ent unto the day is the evil thereof. We have no reaſon 
at all to anticipate our Miſcries, thouk! they prove what 
they are ſuppoſed -and teard to te; 'tis no point o dil. 
cretion-at all, were we certain of future Evils, to torment 
. our ſelves before the time. But certainly we ſhould be 
the maddeſt People in the World, ſhould we, to prevent 
or avoid an imaginary Danger ( which we have no cer- 
tainty of, and know not whether ever it will come to 
paſs or no, ) run our ſelves into a certain and preſent Mil: 
chief; and for an uncertainty ruine the Kingdoms Peace 
and Proſperity. 

[ know the great thing that we ſeem to be concern'{ 
for, and that ſo much diſquicts us at this time, is Reli- 
gion, which we apprehend to be in danger, at leaſt are 
made to kelieve ſo; and I obſerve the greateſt Outcry to 
te made by thoſe who all along tor the time paſt, have 
notoriouſly ſlighted and neglefted our Religion, and, as 
much as in them lay, trampled both Church and Govern- 
ment under foot ; ſo that I begin to ſuſpe&t, That there is 
ſomething more in the Wind, than what we are made to 
FEclieve. And may we not well think by ſome late Procee. 
dings, that it is not ſo much the ſecurity ot our Religion 
that ſuch Sticklers aim at, as ſomething elle to which they 
make Religion a meer Stale > But ſuppoſe it were fo as 
they ſay, muſt the danger of Religion throw us all into 
Tumults, and make us tly in the Face of our Governours, 
becauſe for reaſons beſt known to themſelves, they will 
not doe every thing that we would have them doe ? Re- 
gion is beſt ſecur'd in our lives and practices, in a peacea- 
ble, quiet, humble and ſubmiſſive behaviour and demca- 
nour to thoſe that God hath ſct over us. And tis mot 
the danger, or the ſecurity, ſafety and deience of our Re 
ligion, 
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ligion, that will juſtify the leaſt heart-burning, repining, 
or murmuring, againſt our lawtull Governours, much 
leſs diſobedience and rebellion. Our Saviour who is the 
Authour of our Religion, would not ſuffer Saint Peter, 
without a Rebuke, to draw his Sword, though it was in 
defence of his Sacred Perſon, againſt the violence and in- 
juſtice of a lawtfull Power, that apprehended, arraign'd, 
condemn and crucified him, being altogether innocent. 
nd indced Religion it ſelf never ſuffers more, than by 
uch violent Courſes and rough Practices as theſe, rlat 
are pretended to be undertaken for its fake. For ſubjec- 
tion and obcdicnce even to the worſt fort of Princes, it 
they be our lawtull Sovercigns, is one of the highelt Max. 
ims and Rules of our Religion, laid down in Scripture, as 
our Text, and what follows at.r it in the ſame Chapter, 
is a ſufficient proof of; Let every Soul be ſubjett to the 
Higher Powers : Whoſoever refiſteth the Power, refiſteth 
the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves damnation. v. 2. All which, and much more 
to the ſame purpoſe that may be found elſewhere in 
Scripture, was ſpoken when Caligula, Claudius, or Nero, 
the greateſt Monſters and cruelleſt Perſecutours of the 
Chriſtians, were Emperours. And accordingly the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were wholly ſtrangers to oppoſition , 
violence and force, when they were put to this Plunge, 
either to ſacrifice to Idols, or to undergo the moſt cruel 
Tortures, Racks, Torments afd Deaths, that could be 
invented by the wit and malice of Men and Devils. So 
far was the Plea of Religion in thoſe daies from ſanCtify- 
ing or hallowing any ——_ tumultuous Thoughts 
or Practices againſt the lawtall Powers then in being, 
though never {o wickedly and maliciouſly bent againit 
them. And certainly thoſe brave Primitive Martyrs and 
Conteſſours had as great a concern, care and tenderneſs 
for their Religion, as we pretend to have now. And 
F 2 doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs the- Chriſtian Religion gaind infinitely more 
by their heroick Sufferings, than it has done fince by 
all our holy Wars that we |::ve becn cengagd in upon its 
account ; tor Sangats Mart yrum ſenten Ecclefi, the Bloud 
of the Martyrs fattened the Sei! where it was ſpilt , and 
made it al undant!y the more jruitfuZ. And why thould we 
millrutt God's Providence, and Le more impatient now; 
rhan thcy were then? In the name of God, let us ſtudy 
to Lc quict, and every one doe our own buſineſs, and 
diſcharge ſuch Duties as are incumbent upon us, and truſt 
God Almighty with our Religion ( and not with Zzzah 
unwarrantably put forth our hand to the Ark, though it 
ſcem to totter ) whoſe Glory is as much concern'd for 
the Preſervation of it now as ever, and therefore muſt 
have the fame care tor it that ever he had ; and He that 
hath preſerv'd it hitherto, will, we hope, continue it a 
long and laſting Bleſſing to this Nation : And I know 
£6 that wall render us more deſerving of fo great a 
Mercy, and engage God ettetually to keep it among us, 
than the conſcicntious practice and conſtant pertormance 
ot ſuch Dutics and Vertucs as it recommends to us, and 
requires from us; among whuch this of the Text is a 
main and principal One, Lect every Soul be ſubjett to the 
Higher Powers. Amen. 

New to Ged the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Ftoly Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all poſſible Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſly and Dominion , henceforth and for exer- 
more. AMEN. 


POSTSCRIPT 


To the 


READER. 


Courtcous Reader, . 


| 
HOU mayſt perhaps wonder, that this Sermon ha- 

; F ving been preach d ſo long agoe , either came not 
out before, or comes out at all now. For the firſt, Know, 
that the Authour thought it his diſcretion to defer the 
publiſhing thereof ( how much ſoever importund ) till 
ſuch time as Mens Heats, and Paſſions ( which were then 
up) were better allayed and coold, and they the more di/- 
poſed to receive good Impreſſions : for it was preached be- 
fore his Majeſtie's moſt Gracious Declaration came forth, 
and every body knows the Diſturbattee and Commotion that 
we were in then, and a good while after. And that it 
comes our now, is, ( beſides the reaſons given in the Epi. 
/tle Dedicatory ) becauſe the Authour is in ſome good _ 
by his boneſt and plain dealing, of contributing ſomething 
towards the undecerving and ſettling of Peoples Minds ; 
and conſequently of being ſome way ſerviceable ( as it be- 
comes every good Subject to be in his proper ſtation ) 
wards 
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wards the promoting the great and neceſſary Ends of his 
Majeſtie's ſaid Declaration. And ( God be thanked ) 
Peoples Eyes are fince that time a little better opened , 
and they begin to ſee the Tricks put upon us by ſome State- 
mountebanks, that , to make an experiment of their own 
Skill ( to ſay no worſe of their Deſigns ) put us all into 
a new Fermentation, and Feavouriſh Diſtemper ; and then 
to render themſelves the more neceſſary , perſwade the 
World, That no Cure was to be had, but by their hands. 
But Heaven be praiſed, the World is in ſome good mea- 
fare ſatisfied, that the Remedy they preſcribed, was as bad 
as ( if not worſe, than ) the Diſeaſe ; as appears by the 
multitude of Loyal Addreſſes that have ever fince been al. 
moſt daily and weekly preſented to his Majeſty. And in- 
deed who ſo fit and proper to cure a diſtempered Nation, 
and put a ſtop to the Malignity of a contagious Epidemick 
Frency, as He that onely can ap ly a Sovereign Remedy. 
God Almighty bleſs and protett his moſt Sacred Majeſty , 
and put a ſtop to the il! Deſigns of bad Men, and reconcile 
Mens Minds to Truth and Peace , and reſtore this Land 
of our Nativity to its priſtine Health*and Soundneſs. $0 
prays the Authour ; and ſo will every good Subjett pray, 
aud ſay, Amen. 


